
designed by our graphic 

designer Edward Yeh! 

 

Important Dates:  

 

Work Light Day   

May 10th 
6:00pm-10:00pm 

 

Tech Day  

May 14th  

9:00am-10:00pm 

 

Rehearsal 

May 15th 
Morning and Afternoon 

Rehearsal 

 

Lotus Step 

May 15th 
 7:00pm-9:00pm   
   

Continue on page 7é. 

As all of you know already, 

our biggest event in the year 

is just around the corner.  

CCDC is proud to present 

our 11th Annual Lotus Step, 

which will be taking place in 

Royce Hall on May 15th 

(Saturday) at 7:00pm.  As we 

just reached our decade long 

history last year, this yearôs 

Lotus Step is called the New 

Beginning.  We will be cele-

brating the beginning of our 

second decade of love for 

Chinese Cultural Dance and 

showing the UCLA and out-

side community the beautiful 

and unique art of Chinese 

Dance.   

 

 As there is less than one 

month left before our big 

day, please remember to 

bring your friends and their 

friends to the show to sup-

port us.  Spread the word, 

because the more, the mer-

rier.   

   

This is the beautiful poster 

This issueôs Instructor Spotlight 

is on Lillian Chen, our artistic 

director and the instructors of 

the Spirit dance, the Classical 

Sleeve Dance, and the Contem-

porary Dance.  Letôs see what 

Lillian thinks and feels! 

The Beginning of Dedica-

tion to CCDC 

Q: When did you start with 

CCDC? 

A: I started when I was a 

first year at UCLA. During 

the Big Activities Fair, one 

of the CCDC girls was hold-

ing up a bright pink umbrella 

and when I caught her eye, 

she gave me a flyer and asked 

if I was interested in Chinese 

dance. Iôm so glad she was 

holding that umbrella because 

if she wasnôt, I wouldnôt have 

known about CCDC at all and 

gotten to see how great it is! 

G e t t i n g  R e a d y  F o r  t h e  B i g  D a y  

D a y -  L o t u s  S t e p   
B y  J o y c e  T s o i ,  D r a g o n f l y  E d i t o r  

CCDC MESSAGE 

BOARD 

òDear Dancers, 

Parents, Sponsors 

and Readers, 

This is a new ad-

dition to the Drag-

onfly newspaper. 

If you have any 

messages for any-

one or have 

something you 

want to say, you 

can send them to 

ccdc.external@gm

ail.com.ó 

-Joyce Tsoi, Drag-

onfly Editor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E  

Getting Ready for 

the Big Day!  
1 

Instructor Spot-

light: Lillian Chen 
2 

Put Your Faces 

On  and Smile 
2 

Dancer Spotlight: 

Aaron Aoyama 
3 

  

  

  

I n s t r u c t o r  S p o t l i g h t :   

L i l l i a n  C h e n  
B y  J o y c e  T s o i ,  D r a g o n f l y  E d i t o r  
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Continued from pg.1 

Q: Did you start with CCDC as a dancer 

first, or as an instructor? 

 

A: I started out as a dancer, as do most of 

the instructors. Technically, all of the in-

structors have to go through being a TA 

for another instructor first before they can 

become one themselves. 

 

As a Choreographer  

Q: How did you choose your songs? 

 

Q: If thereôs nothing in my music collec-

tion, Iôll go online to Youtube and start 

browsing through different dance videos. 

Sometimes I see a video where I like the 

music, but not necessarily the dance, so Iôll 

take the piece of music and choreograph 

something according to my own interpreta-

tion of the music. I also like surfing Ama-

zon and listening to the music samples that 

they have. Youôd be surprised at the kinds 

of things you can find there.  
 
Q: Where do you get your inspiration for 

the dance movements? 

 

A: Most of my choreography either comes 

from my own movement vocabulary that 

Iôve picked up from my dance experience 

or from watching videos online. I also 

think a lot about what I want to portray 

through my movement such as types of 

emotions, mood, atmosphere, etc.  Then 

Iôll play around with different things until I 

find something that feels right and that I 

like. 

 

As an Instructor 

Q: What is the biggest challenge in teach-

ing? 

 

A: Knowing how to give feedback and 

corrections that are helpful and accurate. A 

lot of times, you see people who arenôt 

doing the movement right and you have to 

think about how to best explain what it is 

they are doing wrong and how they can 

correct it.   Itôs one thing to do the actual 

movement but another thing to describe it 

in words. Also, being patient! Iôm defi-

nitely a lot better at being patient now 

than I was before but I think itôs still 

something to work on. 

 

Q: Do you like to dance more or teach 

more? 

 

A: Thatôs really hard, because dancing 

and teaching are really different but so 

rewarding at the same time. I think Iôll 

say I like dancing just a tiny bit more, but 

in more general terms. You donôt always 

have to be in a class/studio setting to 

dance! :D 

 

As the Artistic Director 

Q: What is your job as an Artistic Direc-

tor? 

 

A: In a nutshell, I produce and manage 

the entire Lotus Steps show. Of course, I 

work with everyone else on leadership but 

Iôm in charge of the overall vision and 

flow of the show.  

 

Q: As an Artistic Director, what do you 

envision for the Lotus Step show? 

 

For this year, the theme is New Begin-

nings. I really want people to get a sense 

of renewal and hope through not just the 

individual dances but the entire show it-

self. I donôt want the show to be one lin-

ear showcase of the dances but more like 

a journey through what it means to start 

over and the various bumps and obstacles 

that people may encounter as they go 

along. 

 

My Love for Chinese Cultural Dance 

Q: What interest you in Chinese cultural 

dancing? 

 

A: I first started Chinese dance when I 

took Chinese school as a kid. We got 

to pick elective classes as part of the 

curriculum and they offered Chinese 

dance as one of their classes.  

 

I n s t r u c t o r  S p o t l i g h t  C o n t i n u e d  
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Lillianôs Profile 

Full Name:  

Lillian Chen 

 

Year in School:  

3rd Year Junior 

 

Majors:  

World Arts and Culture 

(WAC) 

Chinese 

 

Interests:  

Dance, Music, Arts, Read-

ing random articles online, 

Food 

 

Favorite Food:  

Italian cuisine and pasta 

 

Favorite Dessert:  

Every kinds of dessert! But 

ice-cream if she has to 

choose. 

 

CCDC Message Board 

 
ñWendy Mak!  

You can do it!! Show 'em 

what you got!! =D ò 

 

-Tracy Trang 

 



dance is also what makes it so 

unique. 

 

Q: What is your favorite type of 

Chinese  cultural dance? 

 

A: I canôt say I have a definite fa-

vorite, but I like Northeastern Han 

dance a lot. Itôs very fun and playful 

and almost always energetic (as my 

Spirit class can tell you). You can 

also play a lot with your emotions, 

which makes it fun for both the 

dancer and the audience. 

 

Q: If you can participate in one of 

the dances as a dancer, which 

one would you pick, and why? 

 

A: I think the correct answer here 

should be ALL of them, just so no 

one is offended. :D But if I had to 

pick only one, I think Iôd go with 

Miao Girls. Itôs very rhythmic and I 

love anything that involves cool 

rhythms. Itôs also fun and energetic, 

which is also something I definitely 

like a lot. 

 

Q: Is there anything you want to tell 

us about yourself? 

 

A: Besides dance, eating has got to 

be greatest joy in the entire world. 

And Iôm pretty sure almost every-

one would agree with me on this 

one. 

 

A Message from Lillian 

 

I am so incredibly proud of every 

single member of CCDC and so 

honored to be this yearôs artistic 

director. I love seeing how everyone 

has grown so much from the begin-

ning of the year and 

from previous years as 

well, and it keeps me 

motivated to do my 

best because everyone 

donôt look like your have 

put a mask on, especially 

in the stage light. 

 

4.Concealer: Put on con-

cealer on darkened spots, 

areas around your nose and 

lips and on the T-zone. 

 

5. Pressed Powder: Using a 

brush and dab (donôt drag!) 

in the pressed powder all 

over your face so make up 

can stay on longer. 

 

Defining Your Eyes 

 

6. Eyebrow: Define your 

eyebrow. 

 

7. Eye Shadow: Put on the 

eye shadow like shown.  

Prepping Your Face 

1.Clean Face: First of all, 

make sure you have a 

clean face. Use a non-oil 

cleanser. 

 

2. Moisturizer: Put on mois-

turizer (oil-free preferably) 

on over your face and neck. 

 

Putting on Your Face 

 

3. Foundation: To make the 

color tone of your face 

even, you will need to put 

on foundation.  Use a 

sponge and start from the 

nose and work your way 

outward. Remember to 

cover your whole face or 

even your neck so you 

Recommended color: 

Revlon "Copper Spice" 

palette 
 

 a) Using the lightest color of 

the palette, sweep all 

across your eyelid and 

up to your browbone. It 

is important to add a bit 

more on the browbone 

to highlight the area and 

make your eyes more 

three dimensional. 

 

b) Using the second color 

of the palette (beneath the 

lightest color), apply all 

across your eyelid to where 

your eye socket is (the part 

where your eye sinks in) 

and blend well. 

 

I n s t r u c t o r  S p o t l i g h t  C o n t i n u e d  

P u t  y o u r  f a c e s  o n  a n d  s m i l e -

H o w  t o  L o o k  G r e a t  o n  C a m e r a  
B y  J o y c e  T s o i ,  D r a g o n f l y  E d i t o r  
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Donõt be 

faceless! Put on  

face your lips 

and look 

beautiful~ 

̙ 

Continued from pg. 2 

Later, I continued with it until I 

graduated Chinese school. Thereôs a 

lot of detail and distinction involved 

in Chinese dance which makes it so 

interesting for me. The fact that 

there are also so many different 

styles of minority dance is also what 

makes it so unique. 

 

Q: What interest you in Chinese 

cultural dancing? 

 

A: I first started Chinese dance 

when I took Chinese school as a kid. 

We got to pick elective classes as 

part of the curriculum and they of-

fered Chinese dance as one of their 

classes. Later, I continued with it 

until I graduated Chinese school. 

Thereôs a lot of detail and distinc-

tion involved in Chinese dance 

which makes it so interesting for 

me. The fact that there are also so 

many different styles of minority 

To be continued on pg. 4 



c) Using the third color of 

the palette, apply across 

the eyelid, focusing more 

on the crease of your 

eyes. Apply from the 

outer edges of your eye 

inwards towards the cor-

ner of your eye, creating 

a subtle gradient effect. 

 

d) Using the darkest color 

of the palette, dab and 

swirl in circular motions 

at the outer corners of 

your eyelid and then 

slowly blend inwards. 

Make sure that it is not 

completely blended 

across the eyelid as you 

will lose the overall ef-

fect of this step. This will 

create a shadow and 

make your eyes stand out 

more.  
 
8) Eyeliner: Apply the 

black waterproof liquid 

eyeliner using small 

strokes. Try to draw as 

close to your lash line as 

you can. Start at the mid-

dle of the eye and work 

towards the outer end of 

the eye. At the end, sim-

ply flick off like picture 

shown. Then start from 

the inner corner and work 

towards the middle.   

 

9) White Eyeliner: Using 

the white eyeliner and 

line your lower waterline. 

 

10) Eyelash Curler: Curl 

your upper eyelashes. 

 

11) Fake Eyelashes: Trim 

the fake lashes to fit 

your eyes. Put the glue 

on the fake lash and 

blow gently but donôt 

dry it. Using a tweezers, 

put it on as close to your 

natural lash line as pos-

sible and pressed down 

both ends.  

 

12) Mascara:  Apply black 

waterproof mascara 

both on your upper and 

lower eyelashes, includ-

ing the fake lashes to 

make it look natural. 

  

 

Last Few Steps 

 

13) Blush: Smile and find 

the apples of your 

cheek. Start from your 

cheek bone and slide the 

brush back at a 45 de-

gree upward and strokes 

back and forth a few 

times. Remember, to 

make your cheek 

brighter and redder so 

audience on the balcony 

can see your face! 

 

14)Lipstick: Apply bright 

red lipstick so youôll 

have lips on stage. Rec-

ommended color: Rev-

lon "Certainly Red" 

740.  

 

Other Tips 

 

¶ Use an oil-free mois-

turizer before putting 

on makeup. Touch up 

with loose powder in 

between dances.  

 

¶ If you donôt want to be 

faceless on stage, then 

you have to exaggerate 

a little. 

 

¶ Remember to bring all 

your make up and a 

mirror to touch up 

throughout the show.  
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MESSAGE BOARD 

òDearest Spirit  

Dancers, 

 

It has been a great 

year dancing with all 

of you!! I admire 

each and every one 

of you; you're all 

exceptionally tal-

ented!! I am super 

excited for Lotus 

Steps! Let's rock it 

on stage!ó 

 

D u m p l i n g  N i g h t  

F u n ,  F o o d ,  a n d  D r i n k s  
B y  J o y c e  T s o i ,  D r a g o n f l y  E d i t o r  

Did you remember to come 

social with us and other 

fellow CCDCôers in dump-

ling night? 

 

Dumpling Night this quar-

ter was a night filled with 

laughter, food and drinks!. 

Thanks to the generosity of 

Sophia Yu for hosting the so-

cial.    Look at all the pictures 

we have. We were wrapping, 

cooking, and eating loads of 

delicious homemade dump-

lings. By the way, excellent 

wrappings! Yum! The night 

was also filled with live guitar 

music and beautiful singing.  

To be continued on pg. 5 

MESSAGE BOARD 

 

òHi!  Just wanted to 

recap on dumpling 

night.ð It was a de-

lightful night of deli-

cious dumplings. 

Thanks to Sophia Yu 

for hosting, Cindy 

Zhou for flavoring 

the dumplings, 

Aaron for prepping 

the ingredients, and 

Coco for passing me 

the secrets to dump-

ling wrapping!ó 

 ð Wendy Mak 

Check out the wrap-

ping, cooking, cheer-

ing, and eating teams! 



D u m p l i n g  F u n  
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The Professional Wrapping Team 

Cooker Representative 

Wrapper Representative 

The Beautiful Cooking Team 

The Hungry Eating Team 

Eater Representative 

The Cheering Team 


